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Roadside Plantation: A ‘Clean and Green”
Model in Madhesh Province

‘Connecting People to Nature’, the theme for World
Environment Day 2017, is applicable ever and everywhere.
The roadside plantation in Parhora municipality of Rautahat
in Madhesh province has been established as a model in the

province.

The first municipal assembly held after the local level

election 2017 decided to keep the municipality clean and
green. Accordingly, the municipality planted 12 thousand Sandeep Kumar Sah
trees on both sides of .13 kilometres (kms) long road from (E.C.)

the entry point of Paroha Municipality at Birendra Highway  Paroha Municipality,
to the border of India covering 9 wards. Most of the plants Rautahat

were destroyed due to lack of water, lack of care and protection due to long distance

planting, cattle grazing and uprooting by farmers.

In the fiscal year (FY) 2020/21 (Bikram Sambat 2077/78), the Prime Minister
Employment Programme (PMEP) with the support from the Youth Employment
Transformation Initiative (YETI) Project implemented under the subsidized loan
agreement from The World Bank Group employed 40 registered unemployed persons
to take care of plantation on both sides of 13 km long road including gap feeling
plantation, weeding, watering and applying fertilizer. As a result, 80 percent trees
survived. In the FY 2078/79, nine thousand trees more were planted along 10 km
road (four thousand along five kms road from Bankul bordering with ward 7. to
Rampur in ward number 9; two thousand on both sides of 2.5 km road from Motipur
to Matsari; and two thousand on both sides of 2.5 km postal (Hulaki) highway within
this municipality. Twenty one thousand trees were planted along on both sides of 23
kms road in a period of three years. The municipality continued maintenance at the

plantation sites.
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In the current FY 2022/23 the program employed 40 registered unemployed people
were for 60 days on average to maintain plantation. As a result,, tree plantation has
been a pride of this municipality. The living standards of the employed people have
also improved. They have not taken loan from the money lender. Forced migration
to places like Punjab, Haryana, and Gujarat in India for employment was reduced.
Since the employment was available in the village, family relations have also been
strengthened and children's school education also improved.

This tree plantation has not only cleaned the city and greenery has increased the beauty
of the roads. The place has been famous for Tiktok video shoots. The plantation area
has become a resting place for the farmers. The area gives a feeling of being in the
forest. It will also contribute to reducing the climate change impact such as ground
water recharge, biodiversity conservation, improving birds’ habitat, and reducing
natural disaster. With the success of tree plantation project, this municipality has been

identified as a model in Madhesh province.
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